Costly risk or venomous snack? A review of
records of varanid predations on bark centipedes
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Table 1. A summary of documented cases of varanids (Varanus spp.) feeding on bark centipedes (Scolopendromorpha). SC —
stomach contents; AF — analyses of faeces; DO — direct observation.
Monitor Lizard Bark centipede species Lizard Type of Locality
species life stage observation
V. bengalensis Cormocephalus pygmaeus - SC + AF Sri Lanka
Otostigmus cavalcanti — SC + AF Sri Lanka
Rhysida sp. Adult DO Sri Lanka
Rhysida longipes — SC + AF Sri Lanka
Scolopendra sp. Juvenile SC India
Scolopendra hardwickel Adult DO Sri Lanka :
Scolopendra morsitans — SC + AF Sri Lanka Bark Centlpedes
Scolopendra subspinipes  — SC + AF Sri Lanka
Scolopendromorpha — SC + AF Sri Lanka
V. brevicauda Scolopendromorpha — SC Australia
V. caudolineatus Scolopendromorpha — SC Australia
V. cerambonensis Scolopendromorpha Juvenile SC Indonesia
V. eremius Scolopendromorpha — SC Australia
V. exanthematicus Scolopendromorpha Juvenile SC +AF Senegal, Ghana
V. giganteus Scolopendromorpha — SC Australia
V. glebopalma Scolopendromorpha — SC Australia
V. gouldii Scolopendromorpha — SC Australia
V. griseus griseus Scolopendromorpha — — Africa
V. indicus grp. Scolopendromorpha Adult SC USA
Scolopendromorpha — SC Papua New
Guinea, Pacific
Islands
V. nebulosus Scolopendra sp. — SC Malaysia
Cormocephalus dentipes  Adult DO Singapour
V. mitchelii Scolopendromorpha — SC Australia
V. panoptes Scolopendromorpha — SC Australia
V. prasinus grp. Scolopendromorpha Adult SC —
V. primordius Scolopendromorpha — — — Interactions
V. rosenberqi Scolopendromorpha — SC Australia
V. rudicollis Scolopendromorpha — SC Malaysia
V. salvadorii Scolopendromorpha — SC Papua New
Guinea
V. salvator Scolopendromorpha — SC Asia

Why to eat bark centipedes?
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